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his principles, and he remained faithful to his public causes
when those causes came into debate.1 But they mark an
interval in his career, when as a party leader he had no
direct and definite project in view, and when the bitter
memory surrounding the collapse of 1784, and all his bruised
and battered hopes of reform, and the vindictive meanness
with which Pitt had pursued him through the inglorious
passages of the Westminster Scrutiny lent a certain acrid
and factious character to his conduct.
If the Parliamentary Opposition was disabled by its
composition from making Parliamentary Reform a great
issue, there was a further reason for inaction in the serene
contentment of opinion outside Parliament. The great
public movement, into the fruits of which Pitt entered
when he came into politics,2 had ceased, and its last demon-
stration had been a demonstration in favour of the Crown,
and in opposition to the Coalition India Bill.3 There
followed one of those tranquil interludes when the public
mind, after a tumult of restless energy, settles down again
to the slow and patient vibrations characteristic of the
easygoing temperament that is only provoked by con-
crete hardships. "Since the rejection of that motion" (the
motion of 1785), said Mr. Wyvill in a letter he addressed
to Pitt in July 1789, "trade has increased; stocks have
risen; the Finances have been reduced into good order,
and Government has been steadily conducted on the prin-
ciples of virtuous economy. In its eagerness to enjoy these
blessings the nation forgets their precarious tenure; and
as the benefits of your Administration are more extensively
1  He championed the Dissenters though they had voted against him in 1784,
see Preface to A Defence of Dr. Price and the Reformers of England, by the
Rev. Christopher Wyvill, Chairman of the late Committee of the Association of
the County of York.    Published 1792.
2 The agitation was of course well matured, and its effects noticeable before
Pitt took part in it.    See letter on Pitt's apostacy from Parliamentary Reform.
3 Great meeting at York, 25th May 1784.     Lord Fitzwilliam who was there
and defended himself, charged Pitt with not being in earnest about Parliamentary
Reform.